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ü In the UK,  around 944000 people living with dementia, this is estimated to increase to more 
than 1.6million by 2050;

[Alzheimer’s Research UK. Dementia Statistics Hub: prevalence projections in the UK,2022]

ü An increase in the number of people living with dementia is reflected in emergency hospital 
admissions. 

ü In England, there was a rise of 35% in emergency admissions for people with dementia during 
2017–2018, compared with 2012–2013;

ü More than half of the people whit  diagnosis of dementia in 2017–2018 were admitted to hospital 
as an emergency at least once in that year.

[Alzheimer’s Society. Analysis of NHS England’s hospital episode Statistics Dataset 2012/13 to 
2017/18. 2020]

Emergency&Dementia…
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Numbers of patients and spells increased year�on�year for person with dementia �&wD�
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Descriptive statistics for the hospital spells
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Hospital outcomes for patients with dementia

� Male &wD eEperienced spells 50% to 55% longer on average than male &woD in all �ys

� Mean spells for female &wD were 36% to 37% longer in 2010 and 2012, but 43% longer in 
2016
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Hospital outcomes for patients with dementia

&wD of both seEes eEperienced longer "ong of Stay and higher rates of  re�admission�ERAs� 

and mortality across the siE year period
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Amongst person discharged, eEcess rates of deaths for &wD were much higher, 
at 94% and 123% for males and females  respectively after full covariate adjustment

D. Reeves et al. PLOS ONE 2023
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C.M.  Chung1PLOS ONE, June 24, 2022

512 participants
339 (66.2%) non-converters
173 (33.8%) converters
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&eople who need to visit the ER may have more precipitating ris8 factors or
comorbidities, leading to a faster decline in $�%*a# function
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The convergence of stroke and dementia
       +ladimir Hachins8i, Ar> Neuropsi>uiatr. 2018

�ompared with cognitively normal subjects:
� the adjusted ris8 for incident stro8e was 1.3 �95% confidence interval [�I], 0.9 to1.9� in patients 

with �ognitive Impairment�No Dementia� and 2.3 �95% �I, 1.7 to 3.2� in patients with dementia.

%ver the age of 65 years:
� 64% of individuals suffering a stro8e will have some cognitive impairment 
� among individuals who have  cognitive impairment  N of them have suffered a stro8e 

Stro8e is more common as dementia advances;
compared to dementia�free subjects, stro8e was almost 3 times more li8ely in those with mild 
dementia, rising to 7  times more li8ely in those  with severe dementia 
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� )hrombolysis is approved within 4.5 h after the onset of stro8e symptoms  in patients of any age, 
although the AHA/ASA recommends stricter inclusion criteria for patients in the 3� to 4.5�h time 
window, eEcluding patients �80 years;

� EMA does not recommend the use of t&A in patients over 80 years of age, although the use is accepted 
in the European stro8e guidelines;

� Safety and Efficacy of Thrombolysis are not established in ptz with Dementia; Dementia is not 
mentioned in the AHA/ASA or FDA exclusion criteria. 

� The most recent AHA/ASA review on criteria for IV tPA use states that patients with pre-existing 
dementia may benefit from IV alteplase,

Ma%a��$�%* o� a�+*� !s� a�$!� s*(o"� !% pa*!�%*s -!*  ��$�%*!a
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� )he only major E+) trial that permitted the enrollment of patients with prestro8e disability 
was �� ��EA� ��ulticenter �andomized �linical Trial of Endovascular Treatment for Acute 
Ischemic Stro(e in the �etherlands�, which included 45 patients with a prestro8e mRS score 
H2 �but these patients were not analyzed separately� ; 

� &oor data comparing treated patients with prestro8e disability/dementia with untreated 
patients �versus patients without prestro8e disability/dementia�; 

ü N%  consistent evidence to support  that prestro8e dementia/disability may be associated 
with increased ris8 of symptomatic intracerebral hemorrhage associated with reperfusion 
therapies; 

ü N% convincing evidence for a loss of treatment benefit with reperfusion therapies in these 
populations. 
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)he most common types of behaviour:

ü Kconfusion’ �45/46; 98%�
ü Kwandering’ �43/46; 94%�
ü Kagitation’ �43/46; 94%� 
ü Kverbal aggression’ �42/46; 91%� 9I don;t thin( there;s any areas that are 
		� safe� I 

(now you can;t be with dementia but it;s .uite ris(y 

in ED� �ut then they;re only supposed to be there for 

four hours and then go onto a ward� �ut that 

obviously doesn;t always happen with� you (now� 

lac( of beds:

9The most fre.uent experience that happens with a 

patient with dementia is that they come into the 

emergency department and they wander� and 

unfortunately we don;t have a dedicated member of 

staff to stay with them8you feel that they are in 

danger:�

� � 2p�(���* s*o($3 o� * � �$�(��%�/ D�pa(*$�%* 
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ü %ne�to�one care from staff or a carer  �18/44, 41%�

ü Rapid assessment of the patient �10/44, 23%�

ü )he provision of a distraction �7/44, 16%� 

ü A >uieter environment �7/44, 16%� 9It;s the endless resources isn;t it� that we don;t have�

If there were a team of Dementia �urses in the hospital 

that you (now� that could 'ust come and sit with the 

patients� engage them� in loo(ing at that magazine� 

listening to that music� you (now� or whatever it is� 

if it;s 'ust sitting and chatting with them:
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)he estimated medical cost per person with dementia/year related to EDA and HA was  1884.28 
M, with 1046.19 M per person with dementia/year in Nursing Home group and 2397.96 M in Home 
�are  group.

�!o).o��rgil4. e/ al� 
�C �eria/ri�. 
�
�
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�m�rovisation� 

� a lac8 of ED�specific training and resources led to variation in the techni>ues used by staff 
to respond to and de�escalate �t�, which in turn led to ineffective management; 

� staff were left to improvise with the resources they had, often attempting to intervene once 
behaviours had already escalated substantially

� �  than 1/5  �4/23, 17%� of survey respondents had received dementia training that was 
specific to the ED conteEt. None of the telephone interviewees reported having had any ED�
specific dementia training
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� Admission to the emergency departments, is one of the events that people with dementia may 

eEperience throughout the course of the disease, irrespectively of whether they live at their own 

home or at NH; 

� Multiple negative health outcomes have been associated with the admission to hospital people 

with dementia including high ris8 of delirium, fall�related injuries , nosocomial infections, and an 

elevated ris8 of mortality;

� A detailed description of the costs of hospital admission among people with dementia may be 

helpful for the planning of the provisions of care.

�ey messages8�



www.forummediterraneosanita.it@ForumRisk

BARI | VILLA ROMANAZZI CARDUCCI
20-22 SETTEMBRE 2023

Del presente documento è severamente vietata ogni abusiva duplicazione, riproduzione, trasmissione o diffusione in pubblico, ai sensi della Legge n. 633/1941 e dell’Art. 25-novies, D.Lgs. n. 231/2001 

� Medical costs associated with hospital admission were higher in the H� setting, due to the higher

fre>uency of HA and EDA found among people with dementia living at home;

� )he establishment of an individualized care plan for those people with dementia with polypharmacy

in nursing homes, and those with involuntary weight loss, accidental falls, polypharmacy and higher

caregiver burden in the home care setting, might help preventing unnecessary hospital admissions

and saving associated costs;

� )he care of patients with dementia raises medical, organizational and ethical issues;

� )he organization of long�term�care is still a challenge but indispensable��
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corrisponding at
rosa.capozzo@asl.ba.it

W. UTERMOLHEN
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